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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

JOHN MUIR NATIONAL HISTORIC
SITE EXPANSION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 16, 2015

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ex-
press my strong support of H.R. 1289, the
John Muir National Historic Site Expansion
Act.

This bipartisan legislation will expand the
Martinez, California historic site in my district
that celebrates the life and legacy of John
Muir. Muir was a lifelong conservationist, lead-
ing advocate of the National Park Service and
a co-founder of the Sierra Club. He worked to
establish and protect national parks including
Yosemite, Sequoia, the Grand Canyon and
Mt. Rainier.

The John Muir National Historic Site, which
includes the home where he lived, covers 330
acres of Contra Costa County where Muir
championed the revolutionary idea that wild
spaces should be set aside for all to enjoy.
This bill would add 44 acres of donated land
from a non-profit trust, improving access to the
park and its scenic trails, including those on
Mount Wanda, named for Muir's eldest daugh-
ter. The trail systems are accessible for hikers,
bikers and equestrians, including critical con-
nections to the 550-mile Bay Area Ridge Trail
and to nearby protected lands along the
Franklin Ridge corridor.

As John Muir said, “everybody needs beau-
ty as well as bread, places to play in . . .
where nature may heal and cheer and give
strength to body and soul alike.”

Mr. Speaker, | want to thank my prede-
cessor Congressman George Miller who has
been a champion of this bill. | appreciate Nat-
ural Resource Committee Chairman BISHOP
and Ranking Member GRIJALVA, Sub-
committee Chairman MCCLINTOCK, and Sub-
committee Ranking Member TSONGAS for their
leadership in bringing H.R. 1289 to the floor
today.

| am grateful for the support of 31 of my col-
leagues from both sides of the aisle who co-
sponsored this bill and to Senators BOXER and
FEINSTEIN for sponsoring this legislation in the
U.S. Senate. | would also like to thank the
John Muir Land Trust for its hard work and
dedication preserving and protecting this valu-
able parkland and shoreline in Contra Costa
County for future generations.

As our Nation prepares to celebrate the
Centennial of the National Park Service, this
legislation will help preserve the trails and
lands that surround the longtime home of the
man known as the Father of the National Park
Service. | urge my colleagues to vote “yes” on
this bipartisan legislation—The John Muir Na-
tional Historic Site Expansion Act.

IN HONOR OF JOE CASEY,
GENERAL MANAGER OF SEPTA

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 17, 2015

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Joe Casey, the general manager of
the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation
Authority, who is planning to retire at the end
of September after 34 years of service, the
last seven as general manager.

Mr. Casey began working for SEPTA in
1982, and his tenure has included various
senior management positions before his ap-
pointment as general manager in 2008. Under
his leadership, SEPTA has seen tremendous
improvement in customer service, infrastruc-
ture, and financial soundness. Notably,
SEPTA has received the Government Finance
Officers Association (GFOA) Distinguished
Budget Award for 10 consecutive years under
Mr. Casey’s authority as Chief Financial Offi-
cer and general manager, a testament to Mr.
Casey’s commitment to fiscal responsibility
and leadership.

Mr. Speaker, | thank Mr. Casey for his dedi-
cation to the Southeastern Pennsylvania com-
munity. The remarkable accomplishments and
improvements SEPTA has achieved in recent
years can be attributed to Mr. Casey’s excep-
tional guidance. | applaud his efforts and wish
him the best of luck in retirement.

TRIBUTE TO CONSTITUTION WEEK

HON. MIMI WALTERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 17, 2015

Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California. Mr.
Speaker, | submit the following proclamation:

Whereas: September 17, 2015, marks the
two hundred twenty-eighth anniversary of the
drafting of the Constitution of the United
States of America by the Constitutional Con-
ventions; and

Whereas: It is fitting and proper to accord
official recognition to this magnificent docu-
ment and its memorable anniversary; and to
the patriotic celebrations which will commemo-
rate the occasion; and

Whereas: Public Law 915 guarantees the
issuing of a proclamation each year by the
President of the United States of America des-
ignating September 17 through 23 as Con-
stitution Week;

Now, therefore, I, MiMI WALTERS, by virtue
of the authority vested in me as Representa-
tive of the 45th Congressional District of the
State of California do hereby recognize the
week of September 17 through 23 as Con-
stitution Week;

And ask our citizens to reaffirm the ideals
the Framers of the Constitution had in 1787 by
vigilantly protecting the freedoms guaranteed

to us through this guardian of our liberties, re-
membering that lost rights may never be re-
gained.

———

RECOGNIZING FLORIDA’S 16TH
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT FIRE
AND RESCUE AND EMS PER-
SONNEL

HON. VERN BUCHANAN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 17, 2015

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize fire and rescue and EMS per-
sonnel who have provided distinguished serv-
ice to the people of Florida’s 16th Congres-
sional District.

As first responders, fire departments and
emergency medical service teams are sum-
moned on short notice to serve their respec-
tive communities. Oftentimes, they arrive at
scenes of great adversity and trauma, to
which they reliably bring strength and
composure. These brave men and women
spend hundreds of hours in training so that
they are prepared when they get “the call.”

In 2012, years ago, | established the 16th
District Congressional Fire and Rescue and
EMS Awards to honor officers, departments,
and units for outstanding achievement.

On behalf of the people of Florida’s 16th
District, it is my privilege to congratulate the
following winners, who were selected this year
by an independent committee comprised of a
cross section of current and retired fire and
rescue personnel living in the district.

Firefighter/EMT Michael Dunn of the Cedar
Hammock Fire Recue was chosen to receive
the Preservation of Life Award

Lt. Don Rossow of the Englewood Area Fire
Control District was chosen to receive the
Dedication and Professionalism Award

District Chief/Paramedic Robin Thayer of
the Manatee County Emergency Medical Serv-
ices was chosen to receive the Career Service
Award

Lt. Jason Wilkins, Lt. Jamie Mann, Fire-
fighter/EMT Nicholas Jones, Firefighter/EMT
Sean Sponable and Firefighter/EMT Clayton
Huber were chosen to receive the Unit Cita-
tion Award

Deputy Chief Brett Pollok of the West Man-
atee Fire and Rescue was chosen to receive
the Career Service Award

Fire Investigator/Inspector Larry Betts of the
Southern Manatee Fire and Rescue District
was chosen to receive the Dedication and
Professionalism Award.

CELEBRATING CONSTITUTION DAY

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 17, 2015

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, on this date
two-hundred and twenty-eight years ago, the
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delegates to the Constitutional Convention
completed their arduous work and signed the
document designed to restore liberty to the
citizens of a new nation.

The American Republic was born out of a
struggle against British tyranny and a monar-
chical system that our forefathers deemed in-
compatible with the rights of free men and
women. Consistent with the principles es-
poused by the Spirit of 76 and enshrined in
the Declaration of Independence, the United
States Constitution was not imposed on the
people. It was humbly submitted to the people
for their approval.

A great national debate followed. If the peo-
ple were to judge the Constitution, they were
expected to understand the Constitution. The
Federalist Papers, a series of 85 essays writ-
ten by Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and
James Madison, responded to Antifederalist
critics by serving as an invaluable guide to the
Constitution’s  provisions. Their arguments
proved decisive and, eventually, the requisite
number of states ratified the Constitution. Edu-
cation was integral to the Constitution’s ratifi-
cation.

At a time when the globe was dominated by
kingdoms and empires, a skeptical world be-
lieved that a republic devoted to the ancient
cause of liberty would inevitably fail. But the
test of time has proven the wisdom, effective-
ness, and durability of our great charter.

It has guaranteed our natural rights and pre-
served our cherished liberties.

It has inspired foreign peoples shackled by
tyranny to seek to replicate what the Ameri-
cans have accomplished.

It has resisted the waves of totalitarian
ideologies that claimed human liberty to be a
relic of antiquity.

On Constitution Day, Americans follow in
the footsteps of the Founders, not only by re-
committing ourselves to the Constitution’s en-
lightened provisions, but also by accepting the
duty to provide the education necessary for
the survival of a free people.

| commend all those that take the oppor-
tunity this day provides to promote the Amer-
ican ideals of human liberty and renew our
commitment to the preservation of the Con-
stitution of the United States.

—————

RECOGNIZING MISSOURI PRESS
ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE DIREC-
TOR DOUG CREWS ON HIS RE-
TIREMENT

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 17, 2015

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today and ask my colleagues to join me in
recognizing Mr. Doug Crews for his 36 years
of service to the Missouri Press Association.

Since 1990, Doug has led the Missouri
Press Association as Executive Director. His
service has been dedicated to promoting open
government, in particular by advocating for the
protection of state and federal Sunshine Laws.
In addition, Doug has advocated on behalf of
75 North American press associations as
President of the Newspaper Association Man-
agers.

Doug’s leadership has extended beyond the
press community. A graduate of the University
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of Missouri School of Journalism, Doug served
as President of the Mizzou Alumni Association
and the State Historical Society of Missouri.

This February, Doug will join his wife Tricia
in retirement. He can do so with great pride,
knowing that in the span of his career he has
accomplished so much and helped so many.
While he will be missed in the communications
world, | wish him the very best that retirement
has to offer.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, | ask all my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Doug
Crews for his service to the State of Missouri
and to journalists everywhere.

————

HONORING POLICE CHIEF JOSEPH
COLLINS ON THE OCCASION OF
HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE
GILMANTON POLICE DEPART-
MENT AFTER 25 YEARS IN LAW
ENFORCEMENT

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 17, 2015

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
express my congratulations to Chief Joseph
Collins on his retirement after 25 years with
various law enforcement agencies throughout
New Hampshire, and thank him for the out-
standing work he did during his career.

Chief Collins’ continuous progression within
the law enforcement ranks during his time ex-
emplifies his intelligence, positive attitude, and
commitment to protecting and serving his
community with the utmost professionalism.

Although Chief Collins will now shift his
focus from serving his community to his family
and faith, it's clear he leaves behind an exam-
ple of strong leadership and compassion for
others to emulate in his absence.

It is with great admiration that | congratulate
Chief Collins on his retirement, and wish him
the best on all future endeavors.

HONORING POLICE SERGEANT
RANDALL BOGGS

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 17, 2015

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the service of Sergeant Randall
Boggs, a man who has truly devoted himself
to public service. Mr. Boggs was hired as a
Police Officer by the Fairfield Police Depart-
ment on September 18, 1989 and over the du-
ration of his career worked in various capac-
ities which included: Narcotic Investigations,
Patrol, Special Operations, Major Crimes In-
vestigation, Mobile Field Force, and the Fugi-
tive Apprehension Team. On April 19, 2002 he
was promoted to Police Corporal where he
served for five years before being promoted to
Police Sergeant on February 2, 2007.

As a Police Sergeant, Mr. Boggs consist-
ently assisted City Management during
changes in leadership and command staff, en-
suring that the Fairfield Police Department
upheld the highest operational standards dur-
ing those times. Additionally, Mr. Boggs as-
sumed the Police Lieutenant’s position twice
and managed Police Bureau operations.

September 17, 2015

Sergeant Boggs is a skilled team leader
who has led numerous operations with excep-
tional professionalism and character. He has
been a valued public servant in which his hard
work and commitment to the public safety
have made him a model representative of the
law enforcement community.

—

CONGRATULATING CHAMOIS HIGH
SCHOOL ON ITS BRONZE MEDAL
AWARD

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 17, 2015

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Chamois High School on its Bronze
Medal Award as a top Missouri High School
from U.S. News and World Report.

This school’s administration, teachers, and
students should be commended for all of their
hard work throughout the past year and for
their commitment to education.

| ask you to join me in recognizing Chamois
High School for a job well done.

——————

CONGRATULATING AL AND LINDA
FOURNIER FOR THEIR DECADES
OF SERVICE AT FORT McCOY,
WISCONSIN

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 17, 2015

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
and thank Al and Linda Fournier for their com-
bined 80 years of distinguished service at Fort
McCoy, Wisconsin. The Fourniers, who met at
Fort McCoy and were married in 1991, will be
retiring from federal service on October 3,
2015. Together, the Fourniers helped Fort
McCoy become one of the most capable and
desirable training installations in the Army.

Al Fournier began his tenure of dedicated
service at Fort McCoy in 1971. Since 2002 he
has served as Deputy to the Garrison Com-
mander. Thanks to Al's outstanding leadership
and strategic contributions, Fort McCoy has
been transformed into one of the nation’s pre-
mier training centers and a preferred Army
force projection site. Some of Al's major ac-
complishments at Fort McCoy include: the
writing and publication of the Fort McCoy In-
stallation Management System Handbook, the
Fort McCoy Strategic Planning Handbook, and
the Fort McCoy Acquisition Management-Fi-
nancial Management Planning Handbook. Al's
other achievements and awards are too nu-
merous to note here, but suffice it to say that
he is a visionary whose legacy will have a
lasting impact on Fort McCoy and its mission
as a Total Force Training Center of unparal-
leled excellence.

Linda Fournier began working at Fort
McCoy in 1978 and has served as Public Af-
fairs Officer since 2000. She has been instru-
mental in conducting programs designed to in-
form both the military community and the gen-
eral public regarding Army and Fort McCoy
activities, events, missions and policies. She
has been the force behind numerous Fort
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